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As taken from various dictionaries, the word Epiphany means: 
—A usually sudden manifestation or perception of the essential nature or 

meaning of something. (2) an intuitive grasp of reality through some-

thing (such as an event) usually simple and striking. (3) an illuminating 

discovery, realization, or disclosure. 

—The manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles as represented by the Magi 

(Matthew 2:1–12). The festival commemorating the Epiphany on Jan. 6. 

A manifestation of a divine or supernatural being. 

—Derived from the Greek word “epiphaneia”, epiphany means 

“appearance” or “manifestation.” In literary terms, an epiphany is that 

moment in the story where a character achieves realization, awareness 

or a feeling of knowledge after which events are seen through the prism 

of this new light in the story. 

Maybe you have had some epiphanies in your life. I think of times in my life where a new 
realization about something changed me, changed my direction, changed my focus in life 
and caused me to go deeper in faith. 
 

For example, after working my dream job in Alaska as a marine biologist for 6 months with 
the National Fish and Wildlife Service, I returned to Kalamazoo, Michigan, to be reunited 
with my wife and child and finish my graduate degree at Western Michigan University. My 
wife and I met a young Christian couple who began to disciple us. I will always remember 
the epiphany I experienced when the husband, Lonnie, said to me, “Ron you seem to be an 
adventurer.” I replied, “Yes, that is for sure.” Then to my surprise, he simply held out a Bible 
and said, “The greatest adventure is in this book.” I had never looked at the Bible that way.  
I thought it was filled with old stories that were interesting but not very relevant for today. 
This epiphany, that the Bible reveals God’s greatest adventure, changed my whole life. As I 
studied the Bible and learned to follow Jesus, I experienced first-hand the excitement, joy 
and satisfaction of knowing God who has the best adventure for life—to be a disciple and 
to make disciples. 
 

This Epiphany Season, we will journey together on Sunday mornings discovering the  
epiphanies of people like the Magi Gentiles who experienced the revelation of God as they 
followed the star and encountered Jesus. They witnessed God’s miracle of sending His Son 
to be the King and Savior of the world. They became disciples, even though they were from 
a far-off land and culture. 
 

All the Sundays from January 7th through February 11th,  
I invite you to join us as we have our  
epiphanies about God’s great  
adventure of being disciples  
who make disciples. 
 
Pastor Ron Pennekamp 

After Christmas… Come Celebrate Epiphany With Us 

We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 
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Transfer The Blessings 

Eternity Workshop 
Saturday, February 10, 2018 

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
St. Paul Lutheran Church,  

Conference Room 
 

 

Are these things important to you? 

• That at your death, your family is not  

burdened with questions that you should 

have already answered? 

• That you have a current will/trust that 

names who you want to handle your de-

sires, names a guardian for minor children? 

• That you leave a “faith legacy” to family 

and friends that you love? 

• That, if your loved ones (child, spouse, etc.) 

are in a serious accident, that the doctors 

will share information with you? 

• That, after your time on earth is done, you 

leave the very best gifts to the family you 

love and the ministries you care about? 

 

Give your loved ones the gift 
of peace of mind. 

 

This workshop will help you prepare: 
�your medical care at life’s end 

�your burial 

�your will/trust 

�your funeral or memorial service  

�your vital records 

 

Sign up to attend by calling the church office 
(863) 644-7710. 

Refreshments will be provided.  

New Horizons Focus 
our Hopes and Plans 
 

The new year brings a noteworthy  

opportunity to focus on what is, and what 

might be. Some people transition with  

nostalgia. Others plan, occupied with  

purpose. Do you carry regret for ambition 

unaccomplished or do you see new  

horizons as open doorways? 

We are given, and develop, emotional 

capacity. We live in the emotional space 

navigated by our personalities and psyche. 

Do you navigate these expressive roads 

with sensitivity and ease or do you get 

snagged by triangles and conflicted  

relationships? God provides constant  

forgiveness to release tensions and lead us 

to quieter waters.  

Our physical bodies are either in youth-

ful pliability or becoming rigid due to the 

length of our journey. A new year brings an 

annual testament to the Creator’s wonder. It 

is ruled by strength or frailty; discipline or 

dependence. The afflicted are blessed to 

reflect on mortality, knowing that He who 

shaped our body, will redeem it someday.  

Financial condition holds some without 

hope, spiraling in unending discouragement 

from circumstance or past decisions. Do 

you plan your here and now with an eye to 

eternity? Wise stewards plan to pass the 

baton. They will bless loved ones and  

ministry. This new year offers an occasion 

to be encouraged that we serve an Owner 

who desires our good.  

God has planned a future and a hope 

for us. May this new year be an opportunity 

to live in the newness that time gives and in 

a greater communion with He who comes 

to dwell with us. 

For more info, contact Jim Pennington, 

SPLC Gift Planning Counselor, 863-370-

0305 / james.pennington@lfnd.org. 

SISTERS IN STUDY—Our Monday night Women’s group will begin a new 

Beth Moore Bible study entitled “Breaking Free.” This 11-session study will 
begin January 15 at 6:15pm in room 102. This in-depth Bible study leads you 
through Isaiah 61:1-4 to discover the transforming power of Christian freedom 
by drawing parallels between the captive Israelites and the spiritual strong-
holds in our lives. Pick up a registration sheet at the Welcome Center. 



Men’s Retreat 
February 23-25, 2017 

Luther Springs Retreat Center 
(Hawthorne, FL) 

Marty’s Men and St. Paul Lutheran invite men, ages 
16 and up, to a weekend retreat. Rev. Roosevelt Gray 
is our guest speaker. Here’s your chance to get away 
for a weekend at a place where men can be men and  

Christian brotherhood abounds. 
More info and registration coming 

Contact Joe Glossick, 863-608-0799 / 
glossick@yahoo.com. 

      After student-led advent services and SPLS school musical performances, 
one comment from observers is very common. People are amazed at children 
who are so confident in front of a large group of people. They sing with  
confidence. They speak with confidence. They act with confidence. 
      Where does this confidence come from? In most cases, we just expect  
children to do hard things like speaking in front of people. It is really not  
treated as a big deal. It is just what we do at SPLS. 
      Second, I think we give kids the opportunity early and often. Kids lead  
chapel worship. Kids present plays in class. Kids sing and play solos in music 
class. Kids read aloud to peers, to younger students, and even to therapy 

dogs! They lead prayers and present classroom devotions. We are proud that our students are confident. 
More than anything, though, we want them to exhibit that same confidence when it comes to sharing their faith outside the “spiritual safe 

zone” that is St. Paul Lutheran School. And this is a bigger challenge. We love to hear of kids leading prayers at the family Christmas dinner 
table. We are blessed when we hear about kids telling the story of Christ’s birth to family and friends. It is a sign of God working when we 
hear that kids said “Happy Reformation Day” instead of “Trick or Treat” last Halloween. 

We spend a lot of time encouraging parents to make “faith talk” part of their family conversation. But we also want our students to be 
moved to share what they believe in a positive, gentle, natural, but unashamed way. 

So, as parents and teachers, we want to look for it happening. We want to let our kids know it is safe for them to share. We want to  
encourage without gushing (sometimes just noticing is enough). And, yes, we want to serve as role models. 

How do we do this? Well, do your children get a chance to lead prayers at home? Have you asked them what they are studying in  
Christian Studies classes? Do you talk about the meaning of the memory verse as you practice on the drive to school on Fridays? Those are 
just a few opportunities. 

May God give kids confidence, especially at this time of year when there are natural openings to talk about the “Reason for the Season” 
to naturally share their faith.       —In His Children’s Service, Robert C. Boyd 

 
 
 
 

All ladies are invited to gather together for coffee  
and fellowship every 3rd Saturday of the month. 

Sponsored by the Katie’s Ladies but opened to all 
women 18 years and up. Come spend time with  

others to chat about life issues as Christian women. 
This month, on Saturday, January 20 at 10am, 

we will gather at Ruth Rae’s home,  
1111 E. Devonshire Ln. (863-644-5402). 
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The year is coming to a close and the New Year 

is once again upon us. I hope and pray 2017 was a 
good year for you and yours. I hope and pray that 

whatever trials and tribulations you were presented 
with, the challenges that you faced, were faced head on 

with Jesus Christ leading the charge. How wonderful it is to know 
that the Son of God is in your corner in all things and that there is 
nothing you can’t face if you have Him who loves us so. 
 

Little Luther had a good year. He put on a couple of pounds and 
seems to be quite content with his life. Sleeping all day and all night 
really is not a challenge. Nice work if you can get it, right? Of 
course, when our grandchild Anna Kate comes to visit, there is no 
rest. She and Luther are fast friends, especially during lunch.  
Luther knows all he has to do is stay fairly close to the baby and 
food will start coming his way, between spills and Anna Kate  
handing him bites, it’s no wonder he is getting lower to the ground. 
 

So what has come to mind this month? Serving others, of course! 
Just like Anna Kate serving Luther at lunchtime, Martin Luther talks 
at length about us serving our fellow man in the name of Jesus. 
Luther tells us, “We shall speak of those works which a man should 
do toward his neighbor. For a person does not live for himself alone 
in this mortal body, as if to work for it alone; he lives solely for  
others and not for himself. St. Paul, in Romans 14:7 tells us, ‘None 
of us lives to himself, and no man dies to himself. For whether we 
live, we live unto the Lord, and whether we die, we die unto the 
Lord.’ Therefore it is impossible that he should ever be idle in this 
life and without works toward his neighbor.” 
 

So, how can we best serve our fellow man? The Reformer tells us, 
“The greatest of all services is to free him from sins, to liberate him 
from the devil and hell. But how is this done? Through the Gospel 
by preaching it to him and telling him that he should cling to the 
works of Christ and firmly believe that Christ’s righteousness is his 
and his sins are Christ’s.” 
 

I have had a number of people ask how they can serve God and 
this is the best way to do so. You don’t have to worship lead, 
preach or pastor. You just have to share the message of the saving 
Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Your instruction  
manual is the Word of God, the Holy Bible. There are no formulas. 
You just have to care, to listen and be willing to let the Holy Spirit 
lead you to serve those who need to know Jesus is there. 
 

If you are inclined to make New Year’s resolutions, make this one. 
It is simple. It comes from the heart as the Holy Spirit leads and it 
will make all the difference in the world for someone in need…
share what you know in your heart. That Jesus Christ is Lord and 
He will be with you in any and all things. 
 

Serve others, serve our risen Lord! May the New Year be full of 
God’s blessings for you as you reach out to serve others! 

—Chaplain Pete and Luther the Weiner Dog 

 

Family Focus Weekend 
Do you ever ask yourself if you will have enough �me to 

impart to your children all of the things that are truly  

meaningful to you? How is that even possible in a world 

where our children’s lives are increasingly crowded? If you 

feel like God might be tugging on your heart to spend some 

�me searching for a focused path for your family, please  

consider joining us for our first ever Family Focus  

Workshop. Space will be limited due to the personal  

a&en�on of this workshop.  
 

Session One: Saturday, January 27 from 9-12pm  

• Iden�fy a mission statement for their family  

• Iden�fy your core values  

• Lunch will be served 

Session Two: Saturday, January 27 from 1-4:30pm 

• Iden�fy goals for your children; spiritual as well 

as secular 

Session Three: Sunday, January 28—1 hour personal 

mee0ngs 

• A personal one hour, one on one mee�ng 

scheduled throughout the day with one of our 

church leaders.  

• A �me for ques�ons and reflec�on.  
 

THE FIRST 20 FAMILIES TO REGISTER WILL BE ABLE TO TAKE 

PART IN THIS UNIQUE EXPERIENCE. PLEASE CONTACT  

Becky Howell at BHowell@stpaullakeland.org or  

(863) 644-7710, ext: 423. 

Winter Visitor  
Brunch & Program 
Thursday, January 25 

10:00-11:30am 
 

RSVP: 863-644-7710  
by Jan. 21 

All our winter visitors are invited to a&end a special brunch 

and program on Thursday, January 25
th

. You will enjoy a 

short program by children from our school as well as 

something tasty to eat. We want you to know that we  

appreciate you being a part of our St. Paul family during 

the winter months.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
1 

HAPPY NEW 

YEAR 

 
CLOSED 

2 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC & KID’s CLUB 
OPEN 

8am Chess Camp 
6:30 Trustees 

3 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC & KID’s CLUB 
OPEN 

8am Chess Camp 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Choir 

4 
Teachers and 
students return 

7:15am Men's Group 
12pm Ladies Share 
5:30 CancerCare 
6pm Church Properties 

5 
9am Take Decorations 

Down 

6-9pm MS Youth 

6 
 

7 
8:30 WORSHIP - C 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP - C 

5-7pm HS Youth 

8 
 

9 
9am Heritage 
10am Prayer Group 

11:30 Lunch Bunch 
@ Catfish Country 

6:30 Lay Ministers 
 

10 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Choir 

11 
7:15am Men's Group 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies 
@ Ruby Tuesdays 
7pm Marty’s Men 

 

12 
8:15 PTO Meeting 
 
 

13 
 

14 
8:30 WORSHIP -C 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP -C 

5-7pm HS Youth 

15 
NO SCHOOL 
ECEC & KID’s 
CLUB OPEN 

6:15 SIS 
6:30 Knitters 

16 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 
6:30 School Board 

 

17 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Choir 

18 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
12pm Ladies Share 
6:30 Theology Pub 

19 
 
6-9pm MS Youth 

20 
10am Koffee Klutch 
@ Ruth Rae’s home 

21 
8:30 WORSHIP -C 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP -C 

5-7pm HS Youth 

22 
6-730 FPU 
6:15 SIS 

23 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 
5:30 Endowment Mtg. 

6pm Kindergarten  
Exploration 

. 

24 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Choir 

25 
7:15am Men's Group 
10am Winter Visitor  
Brunch & Program 

6:30 Men’s Bible Study 

26 
 

27 
9am Family Focus 

Weekend 

28 
8:30 WORSHIP -C 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP -C 

5-7pm HS Youth 
5-7pm New Member Cls. 

29 
5-7pm Spaghetti 
Dinner Fundraiser 

6-730 FPU 
6:15 SIS 

30 

9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 
6pm Pre-K & Middle  
School Exploration 

31 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Choir 

 
  

FEBRUARY 
Newsletter articles due. 

C=   Communion 
CG = Community Group 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood Enrichment Center 
FPU = Financial Peace University 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
SIS = Sisters in Study 

FPU CLASS COMING 
Our next Financial Peace University 

class will begin Monday,  
January 22 - March 19, 2018.  

Contact Debby in the office to sign up, 
863-644-7710 / 

derdmann@stpaullakeland.org. 

N a t i o n a l  L u t h e r a n  S c h o o l s  W e e k  

SPAGHETTI DINNER—Marty’s Men will 

host a SpagheK Dinner on Monday, January 29, 

from 5:00-7:00pm in the Fellowship Center. Enjoy 

tossed salad, breads�cks, spagheK with meat 

sauce, dessert and beverage. Adult �ckets are $10; 

Child �ckets are $5 (10 yrs. & under) or $30 for a 

whole family. Take-out will begin at 3:00pm. Proceeds 

will go for scholarships to the Men’s Retreat at Luther 

Springs (Hawthorne, FL), February 23-25. 

Tickets are available at the Welcome  

Center star�ng January 7
th

. 

Guys 21 and older meet with Pastor Andy at the Brew 
Hub, 3900 Frontage Rd. S., on Thursday January 18 at 
6:30pm. Come, have a drink if you wish and some food 
or just join in the conversation as we look at what it 
means to be a Christian man in the world today. 
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We would like to extend an invitation 

to our friends and families to join us for 

two Exploration events. 
 

Kindergarten Exploration on Tuesday, January 23rd at 6:00pm  
 

Pre-K & Middle School Exploration on Tuesday, January 30th at 6:00pm 
 

Come explore our campus, speak to the teachers and learn how St. Paul 

Lutheran School can provide comprehensive educational excellence for 

your child through a Christ-centered environment. 

 

 


